L28. Relevance of detection techniques for ANCA testing.
ANCA are a good serologic marker for AAV, especially for GPA and MPA. Today, the best diagnostic performance is obtained when indirect immunofluorescence test is combined with antigen-specific assay. The new developed more sensitive and specific methods for ANCA detection in AAV, which may replace the need for a combined analysis with IFT and ELISA in the future, should be evaluated in multicentre studies. ANCA testing can be improved by restricting the use of the tests to clinical situations with a rather high pretest probability for AAV, and carefully searching for conditions such as drug exposures and infections that are known to be associated with the occurrence of ANCA, whether the vasculitis is present or not. Therefore, a rational strategy for ANCA testing is needed and the International consensus statement on testing of ANCA should urgently be revised.